
WHAT YOUR 71 CENTS BUYS

Free accessto the Acton Memorial Library facilities and materials
The FY04Townbudgetprovided$37.04per residentfor theLibrary or 71 cents

perweek/perresident.These7] centsprovidedthefollowing:

Free books and materials
Theaverageborrowerchecksout 32 booksor othermaterialsperyear. The

averagecostofa hardcoverbookis $20. For the32 bookscheckedout, theborrower
savesat least$640—plushavingmorestorageroom at home. Theshelflife ofapopular
or children‘s bookaveragesfiveyears,which allows125 residentsto borrow the book
for the retail price ofonebook.

Free accessto professionalassistancein searching for information
Our adult andchildren‘s referencelibrariansprovidedalmost18,000responses

to requestsfor help in FY04, or approximately400perweek.

Free accessto the Minuteman Library Networkresources
Via theMinutemanLibrary Network, the library providesaccessto 4] libraries

containingoversix million items, includingout-of-printbooks. In FY04, theLibrary
processedover 43,000inter-library loans.

Free accessto a wide variety of newspapersand magazines
TheLibrary maintainssubscriptionsto over255newspapersand magazines.

Free accessto a wide variety of DVDs, CDs, videos, books on tape
In addition to the10,000itemsin theLibrary, an evenlarger varietyoftitles are

availablethroughinter-library loan.

Free assistancein computer and Minuteman Network operations
TheLibraryprovidesopportunitiesfor one-on-oneinstructionon conducting

Internetsearchesanduseofdatabases.

Free cultural performances,art exhibits, book discussions
TheLibrary holds twice-yearlypoetryreadingsgivenbynationallyrecognized

poets.Eachmonthoffersa newart exhibit, accompaniedby a receptionfor theartist.
Oneofthebookdiscussiongroupshasbeenin existencefor nearly twentyyears.



Free children’s programs and schoolstudent assistance
In FY04, over212 children‘5 programswereoffered,with almost4,000patrons in

attendance.Over 600childrenparticipatedin thesummerreadingprogram. The Library
offerschild-friendlydatabasesdesignedwith homeworkassignmentsandchildren‘s
interestsin mind. Toursaregivento allfifih andsix gradeclasses;fourth gradeclasses
arevisitedfor booktalksanduseofthe library. Materialsaresetasidefor homework
assignmentson request,readinglists onfrequentassignmenttopicsare developed.

Free accessto specialcollections
The newChinesecollectionis well used.The total circulationfor all items in the

collectionwas13,906— an increasedcirculation of9,000 itemsduring FY04. In
addition, theLibrary maintainscollectionsofspecialgenealogyrecords,local Town
records,local history information, includingrecordsoftheConcordEnterprise,anda
collectionofcivil war archives.

Free meeting rooms
TheLibraryprovidesspacefor a varietyofcommunityandtown government

meetingsat no charge. In FY04, 540suchmeetingswereheld, representinga
considerablesavingto theorganizationsinvolved.

Free study rooms
In FY04, thestudyroomswereusedfor a varietyofpurposes,including literacy

tutoringin English, volunteer-providedseniorcitizen‘s taxpreparations,anda varietyof
quietstudysessions.

Free computer access
TheLibrary offerscomputerswith accessto theInternet, catalog, databasesand

wordprocessingOnecomputercan be setup with on-screenLargePrint onewith a
trac-ball, (easierfor arthritic users),and onethatsupportsCD-ROMdisks. For patrons
usingtheirpersonalcomputers,theLibrary offerswirelessaccess,accommodatinga
largenumberofusers.

Summary Thelibrary circulated477,138itemsin 2004, up14.6%from theprevious
year; 230,373peopleenteredtheLibrary, an increaseof8. 3%from 2003. TheLibrary’s
circulationperfull timeemployee— a measureofworkload/productivity— was26,116in
2004. Thiswasthehighestin Massachusettsin the123 communitieswithpopulations
greaterthan 15,000.

Overthree-fourthsofActon‘s citizensare registeredlibrary patrons. TheActon
MemorialLibrary ‘s usehasbeenincreasingby 11.4%percenteachyearover thepast
threeyears.
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